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The Hill

Hill is formed of Pennant Sands
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part of the Upper Coal Measures during the middle of the
Carboniferous Period (360 - 280 Ma). The hill is on the
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The hill is thus a prominent mass oflzenn;ﬁt éandaton
be =zeen as outcrops and exposed on the quarry faces,

with mudstones,fireclays and coal seams. These coal s
located on the surface as the following photographs =
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during the last several hundreds of
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it sporadically gince medieval times (Cornwall J.
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tythe map of 1842 shows only one quarry on Troopers
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d 0ld Quarry at the south end of the |

Sheets of 1883) but on that 0.5. Sheet there are two further
quarries marked.(Appendix 1) The photograph Fig 1 would indics

that there was also a further gquarry which is not marked on the

1883 map, but is shown on the 0.5 Map ST 67 1351. (Enlarged

Section Appendix 2).
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and the chimney of the corner of the the Winding House at the

south east corner of the hi
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he chimney and flue is listed as a grade Z building, with the
I; other structure awaiting listing.
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Effects of Nature

Due to the vast interference by man in both the quarrying,
mining and the effects of industrial pollution on the hill over
the last two - three hundred years, one could wonder if the site
could be reclaimed by nature. This statement also applies to the

area of Crew’'s Hole. It must be stated h
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Crew’'s Hole was
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e

o, . ; . . . : . :
not %ffect@d by the industrialization asg much zs the hill, "Bbgt is

an interesting study in the natural regeneratio

i

sy

n ceycle that take
place when an area of land is no longer cultivated or maintained. V//

Being next to Trooper’ s Hill it has

[

[

n influence on the
regeneration there.

Up until 1960 the

147}
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nad been used for stock grazing.

Afterwards for a short while its hollows were used

]

landfill

&)}
m

site this being capped with subsoil and left undisturbed since
that time. Thus for 20 - 25 years nature has been allowed to take
its course. It is at the stage of secondary woodland and the
present vegetative cover is of young trees, thickets of scrub and
open grassy clearings.

There are one or two planted trees such as Feapsad s

#

b ] ™ ¥ o e
Ssga e d e

and &aliwx the main trees are birch

w
(Betula pegndulal, ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and syivameree (Moer

paeudaplatands ) vigorous pioneer species. There are aslso growths

of oak (Guercus pstra

o roabur). The presence of .

The thickets of scrub are dominated by bramble (Fubus s )
and hawthorn @gus moncgynal but the are other species such
as buddleia, elder and wild privit present. The open clearings
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Wild Life

The area is not vast or remote encugh to support large of
varied number of larger mammals. It is recorded that it does
support one active badger set. Protected under Schedule 5 of the
1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act, and the 1891(Badger Act); v//
There is also know to be fox movement within the site but no
reported permanent group. Although the Crews Hole cover has not
been extensively examinined in the last couple of years. Of the
smaller animals, rabbits are present and 3 commom lizards have
been recorded on the hill. This indicates that the site is large
enough to support some of the heathland species of wildlife. The
Crews Hole vegetation in the shape of berried trees and shrubs
provides a good source of food for many birds, those seen during
a visit include jays, great tits, wrens, blackbirds, thrushes,
magplies and a sparrowhawk. For asnyone with the interest there
would no doubt be more to observe and record as observations of
the site in the terms of wildlife have not been extenzive.

Finally the butterflies, probably the most noticeable as
their seemingly random erratic flight attracts the eye of the
watcher. The most important butterfly from the locality point of
view is that of the Grayling. Whilst not a rare species in it
self, it is the only know breeding colony in the Bristol area.
Other butterflies observed are Small Skipper, Large Skipper,
Small White, Large White, Small Copper, Common Blue, Painted

Ladyj Small Tortoiseshell, Feacock, Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown and

Small Heath.{(Higgens R. 1885-86)



Finally

r

Trooper s Hill and Crew’'s Hole forms part of semi- natural
vegetation in the Avon valley basin, and makes major contribution
to an extensive wildlife corridor.(Landmark Report for Bristol
Development Corporation 1880) The Greater Bristol Nature
Conservation Strategy(19%81), which sets the locsl policy for
wildlife in the City of Bristoel, identifies Trooper s Hill as a
site of nature conservation interest. The whole of the Avon
Valley within which both site fall has been described as a
priority nature conservation area in the Avon County Structure
Plan.

Bristol City Council in conjunction with Englizsh Nature has
proposed to designate Trooper's Hill ss a local nature reserve

.

(LNR). It is a requirement of LNR designation that a site is

)]

managed for the care and enhancement of its special

interest{English Nature 1991}).




Appendix 1 & Appendix 2

Appendix 1 & Appendix 2 are reproductions of the 1883 and 1951 OS maps of
the area.

These are not included within this pdf but the maps can be seen on Bristol City
Council’s Know Your Place maps - https://maps.bristol.gov.uk/kyp

For Appendix 1 select Basemap ‘1844-188 OS 25” 1°' Edition’

For Appendix 2 select Basemap ‘1949 1:2500’


https://maps.bristol.gov.uk/kyp/?edition=bristol&layer=Community%20layer&x=362926.26&y=173157.62&extent=575.07

